JOHN LARRY RAY 
BIOGRAPHY 


John Larry Ray, also known as Jack Larry Ray, Jack 
Larry Rayns, John L. Rayns and John Ryan, was born on 
February 14, 1933 in Alton, 111. His first recorded problem 
with law enforcement authorities occurred on December 30, 
1949, when he was arrested for second degree burglary. As a 
result of his conviction on this charge, he received a 
sentence of two to five years at the State Reformatory in 
Pendleton, Ind. On April 7, 1953, John was arrested for 
stealing a motor vehicle, and he was sentenced to five to 10 
years at the State Penitentiary at Menard, 111. 

John was released from Menard on February 1, I960 and 
went to St. Louis for two or three months. He then moved to 
Chicago and was employed as a bartender and briefly at the 
Greyhound Bus Depot in Chicago. His steadiest job during 
this period was as a greenskeeper at the white Pine Golf 
Course near Chicago. 

In 1964 and 1965, John travelled to Florida and was 
briefly employed in Flamingo City. During this same time, 
he went to New York City for a short time and also briefly 
worked at the Concord Hotel in the Catskill Mountains. He 
then returned to New York City where he collected unemployment 
benefits. John then went to the Chicago area where he worked 
at various country clubs before his return to St. Louis in 
October of 1966. 
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During the summer of 1967, John travelled to Chicago 
in order to exchange cars with his brother, Jerry. There- 
after, in approximately August of 1967, John drove to San 
Francisco, California in hopes of investing in a bar or other 
venture. Unable to find a suitable investment, John returned 
to St. Louis via Los Angeles, where he claims he did not stop 
nor contact anyone, and Tijuana, Mexico, where he stayed only 
two hours. 

During the period of 1960 to 1967, John Ray sent small 
amounts of money to James Earl Ray during James ' incarceration 
at the Missouri State Penitentiary, and he is believed to have 
visited James on at least nine occasions. The last visit was 
on April 22, 1967, the day before James' escape. 

In approximately January 1968, John, with the assistance 
of his sister, Carol Pepper, opened the Grapevine Tavern at 
1982 Arsenal Street, St. Louis. The liquor license was in 
Carol Pepper's name, although John had approximately $1,800 
invested in the business. It had been obtained in 
Mrs. Pepper's name because John, as a convicted felon, was 
prohibited by law from acquiring one. During 1968, the Grape- 
vine Tavern served as unofficial Wallace- for-President head- 
quarters, and John was said to be an ardent supporter of 
Governor Wallace. Wallace campaign paraphenalia was sold at 
the Grapevine, and patrons were encouraged to register for 


Wallace. 
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John Ray was arrested on October 27, 1970 and 'charged ~ 
with the robbery of the Bank of St. Peters, St. Peters, N ' 
Missouri, in his trial he was represented by J. B . stlner of 
Georgia, leader of the National states Rights Party. John was 
convicted and sentenced to 18 years. He initially was incar- 
cerated at Leavenworth, Kansas, but was transferred to Marion, 
Illinois in July of 1973. John Ray was paroled on 
September 15, 1978, 

John Ray was also involved in numerous other bank 
robberies for which he was never charged. They include: 
Farmers Bank of Liberty, Illinois on October 17, 1969; Farmers 
and Traders State Bank of Meredosia, Illinois on January 28, 
1970; State Bank of Laddonia, Missouri on June 11, 1970; and 
the Bank of Hawthorne, Florida on July 29, 1970. Additionally, 
it is believed that John was involved in the robbery of the 
Bank of Alton, Illinois on July 13, 1967. 



